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PROJECT STAFF

Katherine M. Brown, MA: Ms. Brown received her Master of Arts Degree in Criminal
Justice and Criminology from Sam Houston State University and is currently finishing her Doctorate in
Criminal Justice at the same institution. Ms. Brown’s research interests include child abduction
murder investigation, crime scene investigation, serial murder, offender profiling, forensic evidence,
and other solvability factors affecting murder investigations. Her work experience includes
employment in Texas State Government and the legal field.

Dr. Robert D. Keppel, Ph.D., Project Director: Dr. Keppel is a visiting professor of
Criminal Justice at Seattle University. He retired after 17 years as the Chief Criminal Investigator with
the Washington State Attorney General's Office and was the founder of the Homicide Investigation
Tracking System (HITS).. Prior to that, he was a member of the King County Sheriff’s Office for 11
years. He has investigated, reviewed, and consulted on over 2000 homicide investigations for local,
county, and state law enforcement agencies. He has been the project director of several federal grants.
He is the author of several articles and four books.

Dr. Joseph G. Weis, Ph.D., Research Manager: Dr. Weis is Director of the Center for Law
and Justice and a Professor of Sociology at the University of Washington. He was the past Editor of
Criminology, the official journal of the American Society of Criminology. His research interests
include the etiology of juvenile crime, delinquency prevention, the measurement of crime, violent
crime, and the measurement of violence. He has authored numerous articles in the field of
criminology.

Marvin Skeen, B.S., Project Coordinator: Mr. Skeen is an investigator with the Homicide
Investigation Tracking System of the Criminal Justice Division of the Washington State Attorney
General’s Office. He was a police officer for 25 years in the Bellevue Police Department, where he
spent nineteen years as a detective investigating violent crimes. He is also the president of the

Washington Violent Crime Investigators Association.
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